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Congratulations on finding your
first job!

Dr Low Chai Ling, 36, the founder of aesthetic
chain The Sloane Clinic, read the story of your
amazing life in this paper last weekend.

Like many others, she was moved by your
determination to succeed despite your congenital
skin condition, which has been threatening your life
since you were a baby, and your crippling bouts of
arthritis. In fact, you were supposed to have lived
two months. But it has been 20 beautiful years.

Dr Low and other readers read how you endured
the pain, the cruel taunts and completed school.
And how you were searching for a job for six months
– to no avail.

Yesterday morning, she confirmed with you that
you will soon start work as the clinic’s website
moderator for $800 a month.

I remember you said you were
worried that bosses would get
angry if you left a trail of skin
behind in the office as it flakes off.
You were also concerned that your
weak immune system would not
be able to withstand the trips to
and from work.

Dr Low will not only allow you to work from
home, The Sloane Clinic will also supply some
skincare products you need.

Yesterday, I had a word with your new boss.
She told me: “I am sure Poh Peng will put her

computer skills to good use and I believe she will
widen her social circle after she joins the workforce.

“We may even increase her duties and pay her
more once she gets the hang of the job,” Dr Low
added.

“She is also free to take on assignments from
other companies while working with us.”

Like Dr Low, other readers were inspired by your
never-say-die attitude and your courage and
resilience in facing life. They were also touched at
how your family has surrounded you with love and
care.

About 10 of them wrote in to us, some offering
financial support for your family, others giving job
opportunities. There was even this person who
hooked up with a group of dermatologists in the US
and wanted to take you on a fully paid trip there to
counsel and encourage patients with skin disorders
in a children’s camp.

I called up your father, Mr Ng Swee Siah, 51, a
delivery man, who has been sheltering you all these
years from the unfriendly stares of the outside world.

He told me: “You can link them up with Poh Peng
this time. This is part of her growing-up process.”

What wisdom from him and what maturity you
have shown as you took the calls from the readers.

With all these opportunities coming your way
now, you said you need to consider how to handle
them while juggling your medical needs.

For example, you said you are keen to go for the
US trip, but you wonder who can take care of you
when you are there.

We say, no hurry, girl. Take some time to plan.
The world is your oyster and the best is yet to be.

Your friend,
Gan Ling Kai,

TNPS reporter

REPORT: JOYCE LIM
joycel@sph.com.sg

An ambulance attending to an emer-
gency became an emergency itself
when it caught fire in the carpark of
Block 120, Geylang East Central,
around 3pm yesterday.

Witnesses said huge flames and thick black smoke
billowed from the parked vehicle. They also heard ex-
plosions as the fire quickly spread to cars and lorries
parked nearby.

No one was hurt as the Singapore Civil Defence
Force (SCDF) ambulance crew were attending to a
74-year-old woman who had complained of breathless-
ness in a nearby HDB block of flats.

One witness said the vehicle’s engine was running
and the headlights were not turned off when the crew
left to attend to the woman.

The fire was not large when the crew got back down
to the ground floor with the patient, said Mr Gay Beng
Kwee, 70, who had been chatting with friends at the
void deck of Block 120, but it grew and spread quickly.

“One of the crew members opened the ambulance
door as if he were looking for the fire extinguisher. But
the fire got bigger and the man had to run for his life,”
Mr Gay said.

The blaze also caused panic among residents there.
When the fire spread, Mr Gay rushed home to his

wife and 19-month-old granddaughter.
“They were sleeping at home. I was worried and

wanted to make sure that they were okay,” said the
retiree. “It was really chaotic and there was a lot of
panic. Some people were rushing home, while others
were trying to leave their flats.”

Ms Lalnunpuii A. Mary, 23, who was washing dishes
in the kitchen of her employer’s flat in Block 120, saw
the thick smoke rising from the carpark.

The domestic helper from Mymmar looked out of
her window and saw the fire spreading quickly to the
other cars. She then heard several explosions and

rushed to alert her employer’s two sons, who were
home at that time.

“I shouted, ‘Fire! Fire!’ My heart was beating very fast.
I was very scared the fire would come into the flat and I
rushed into the bedroom to grab my Bible,” she said.

Along with her employer’s sons, Zheng Hui, 18, and
Zheng Xian, 13, she then ran out of the flat.

Cleaning contractor Chew Choon Guan, 50, was not
so fortunate. By the time he rushed down to the car-
park, the fire had spread to his lorry.

It was a heartbreaking sight for him to watch the
lorry, which was less than a year old, burn to a heap of
charred metal.

Mr Chew said: “All my important work documents
were inside. Now, how am I going to work on Monday?
I still need to fetch my workers too.”

One man had more than his own safety on his mind
when he saw the flames.

The 62-year-old retiree, who wanted to be known
only as Mr Soh, rushed to the carpark thinking that
someone’s flat was on fire and wanted to catch the
action from below, he told The New Paper on Sunday.

But when he was in the lift, he overheard someone
talking about cars on fire.

He arrived to see the fire blazing towards his
three-year-old Chery QQ, for which he had paid
$30,000. There were only three vehicles between the
flames and his car.

Without thinking of the danger, Mr Soh ran to his
car and drove it to safety.

“All I wanted was to save my car. It didn’t occur to
me that my car could explode if I started the engine...

“The driver whose car was next to mine, but further
away from the fire was also trying to drive off. I even
honked at him, asking him to give way to me as I was
nearer to the fire,” he said rather sheepishly.

In a statement, SCDF said it sent a fire engine, two
fire bikes, one Red Rhino and an ambulance to the
scene within six minutes. The elderly patient was taken
to Tan Tock Seng Hospital in that ambulance.

Firemen battling the blaze managed to put it out
within minutes, but the burnt shells of the vehicles
were mute testimony to the ferocity of the flames.
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Ambulance bursts into
flames, sparking panic
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